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Tlie mission of the Forest Service is to sustain the

health. diversity and productivity of the Nation’s
forests and grasslands to meet the iceds of present
and future generations. Iris our intent to establish a
reotonal vlsi, in and eorresp md I ng ni xiis for Ecolocica I
Restorat it in Cf insistent v:ith this ni isci’ in and the laws,
rcgufations intl policies that guide National Forest
management.

Our goal Edt the Pacific Soutbwest Recirmn js to
retain and restore ecological resihence 3f the National
Forest. hinds IC) achieve sustainable ect isvstems that
providei hr iad range of services tim humans and oilier
organisms. I cologicallv health and resilient land
scapes, rich in biodiversit;, will have greater capacir
to adapt and thrive in the face of natural disturbances
and large scale threats to susta i nahi I tv, especially
under changing and uncertain future etivironmental
conditions such as those driven b climate chance
and increasing human use. C) tie ial is based on a
commitment to land and resource manauement that
is in fued 1 IV t lie principles if Ec ih iwcal Restnratb in
and ci rh-en bt policies ann pruic that are dedicated
to make land and water co ‘systems more sustainable,
more resilient, and healthier tinder current and future
cond i nt )n 5.

Ecosystem services are the goods and services
that flow from wildlands and flirests that are valued
and used by people, and that directly or indirectly
support human well—being. \Vild lands and forests are
valued fi it basic goods, such as wood, fiber, and water,
hut these ecosystems ako deliver imp ri ant services
that arc perceived to he free t r limitless such as air
and water p’irihcuion, t]ood and climate regulation,
bhxliversir\ . scenic landscapes, wild life hahtrat .and
carbon seuuesi ratIon and st n-age. The Nath inal I
ests are imp’ irtant providers of eel isvsrem services t(

bumans and to oilier inhabitants of our wildiands as
well. Our commitment to restoratioii-h,ised manage

ment includes a ci immitment to a renewed focus on
the sustainable delivers of ecosystem ser\ices.

In the 21st cent urv, three major drivers of

change define restoration needs un tIle National For
ests of the Pacific Soutlnvest Region: climate change
and shifting hydrologic patterns; increasingly dense
and unhealthy forests; and rapidly growing human
populations. These synergistic sources of change are
resulting in increasingly over—allocated and underval
ued ecosystem services (especially water), a dramatic
increase in disturbance events such as uncharacteristic
laree-scale wildnres. iF ods, and insect and dtsease
itttbreaks; new a id gn iwina threats fo am terrestrial

and aquatic invasi\ e species; and a iwang need to

revitalize rural economies in Cab fi irnia. I awaii and
the Pacific Islands.

Padto Islands aaoincijden small pantone of Ida staS :oI Nan ada managed by the inyn
Nahonat Fonasc and Ire stated Oregon, managed by the K amath National Forest.
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Meadow restoration in Sierra Nevada high country retains water and
extends the benefits it provides. Lake Tahoe Basin Management UniL
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